2014 Newsletter

We are now offering to send your Newsletter and Annual Report via email, which will
speed up the time it takes to get to you and will significantly reduce our admin costs.
If you would like to receive yours via this method will you please email us at:
GraemeShaw25@BTinternet.com

Khsotso!
As I write, there is political uncertainty in Lesotho following
disagreements within the government. However, things seem to
have taken a peaceful turn and we must pray that matters get
sorted out quickly so that Lesotho has the just and righteous
government it deserves.
Term started for our students back in July and this year we have
33 students being sponsored by BET. Some will finish in
December and further students will be taken on in January. Our
committee in Lesotho continues to work hard and we are grateful
for all that they do.
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Developments continue apace on our website. It is now possible
to donate to BET by credit card using a direct and secure link.
This will make it easier for supporters to make one off donations
to the Trust. We also hope that it will encourage new people to
support the Trust by providing an easy, immediate way of giving.
Please encourage friends, family and church attenders to look at
our website www.basothoeducationaltrust.org and to consider
supporting our work. Trustee Wendy Edwards gives more fundraising ideas inside for use as Christmas approaches.
With many thanks for your support during 2014
Best wishes
Philippa Bird
Chair of Trustees

Basotho Educational Trust

Newsletter by Email

News From Lesotho

Donations
We are very grateful for donations from our supporters especially in a tough economic
climate. Standing orders give us a regular income which enables us to plan ahead in our
financial support of students. If you donate by standing order perhaps you could think
about increasing the amount you pay. If you are a UK taxpayer you can increase the
value of your donation by 25% through 'GiftAid'.
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On September 26 , Lesotho's Prime Minister, Thomas Thabane, addressed the United
Nations General Assembly claiming that an attempted coup had taken place on August
th
30 , orchestrated by the military. This came about after Prime Minster Thabane had
replaced the army's Chief Lieutenant General Tlali Kamoli with Lieutenant General
Maaparankoe Mahao as head of the Lesotho Defense Force, but Kamoli had refused to
step down and peacefully hand over power to his replacement.
Thabane became Prime Minister in 2012, when he formed the kingdom's first coalition
government; new elections are next due in 2017. Thabane has the support of the police,
while the army supports Metsing. King Letsie III of Lesotho has meanwhile removed
the head of the army and replaced him with a moderate.

Students
At the moment BET is sponsoring 33 students:
School / College
Number of Students
St Rose Computer College
7
St Mary’s Home Economic School
11LOIC6
LOIC
3
Makhaliso dressmaking
6
33

Of course, one-off amounts are equally important. You can now donate via the BET
website www.basothoeducationaltrust.org , as well as by standing order or cheque.
Donation forms are available from the trust's address.
Raising awareness of the work of BET is important to us and this can be done by telling
your friends about us. You might like to do this through fundraising events. Coffee
mornings and sponsored activities are ways to do both. You might think about decluttering and selling your unwanted possessions at a car boot sale or on e-bay. It costs
about £160 for tuition fees for one student and over 95% of donations go directly to
supporting the students, so small amounts can go a long way.

A new way to donate!
Trust supporters and their friends can now
donate to BET using a credit card. A safe and
secure facility has been added to our website
by one of the main card providers, ready to
take donations to the Trust. Never mind about
finding that cheque book and an envelope and
stamp, just open the website and follow the
links:
Www.basothoeducationaltrust.org
Why not try it for Christmas and recommend
it to a friend.

Thanks to Sister Marjorie Jean who continues to raise
funds for BET by painting and selling cards.

